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the local governors to act henceforth in concert with the
Kurdish raiders. That such a compact was made is
evident from the fact that many of these fierce nomads
were organised as a corps of irregular cavalry named after
the Sultan himself, and it is matter of public notoriety
that they co-operated with the regular Turkish troops
in the horrible butcheries perpetrated in 1894 in the
Sassun district a little west of Lake Van. These atro-
cities, in which 2000 souls were said to have perished,
aroused the indignation of Christendom. But although
the worst reports were fully confirmed by an international
Commission of Inquiry (1895), and although joint re-
monstrances were made to the Turkish government by all
the great powers acting in apparent concert through their
representatives in Constantinople, the massacres were
repeated in Erzerum, Kaisarieh, Sivas, Zeitun, Urfa, and
many other -places, until the Armenians of the Asiatic
provinces were driven either to take arms in self-defence
or to seek safety in exile, or even embrace Islam to save
their lives and property. The object of the Sultan's
government in fomenting these disorders was not so
much to defy the voice of Christendom as to solve the
Armenian question by extirpating the Armenian nation.
Despite the protests of the powers, and their insistence
on the immediate introduction of the feeble measure of
reform extorted from the Sultan, this truly Machiavellian
policy continued to be relentlessly pursued to the begin-
ning of the year 1896, when it seemed likely to be
crowned with a large measure of success. At that time,
according to the extremely defective Turkish returns,
nearly 30,000 Armenians had been killed in various
towns and rural districts of Asia-Minor, and 425,000
reduced to starvation. It is no exaggeration to say that
between 18-90-96 the Armenian inhabitants of Anatolia
were reduced by half a million, partly by butcheries and